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'Watchdog' receives award 
 
By GREG HARMAN 
 
BILOXI - It's been seven years since the Restoration Advisory Board was created to oversee the 
cleanup of decades-old hazardous landfills at Keesler Air Force Base. 
Made up of state and federal employees, Keesler officials and a number of concerned citizens, the 
group has had its share of disagreements. 
Today, the remains of their work are gently rolling golfing lanes where there had been slowly leaking 
military waste pits. One man who helped it happen, James Black, founder of the Center for 
Environmental and Economic Justice in Biloxi and self-titled "citizen watchdog," was honored last week 
by Keesler officials and state and federal environmental regulators for his long-term commitment as 
community co-chair. 
Lisa Noble, an environmental engineer at Keesler, thanked Black for his "probing questions" as she 
shook his hand. Robert Pope, lead project manager with the regional EPA office, shared the sentiment 
and a handshake. 
Although Black, owner and operator of two gospel radio stations and bishop of a group of 
nondenominational churches around town, said he was brought up to "distrust" agencies like the EPA. 
The years have taught him a few things. 
"What happens is you get to know the individuals a little bit," he said. "You do learn to trust 
individuals." 
Pope said the two older landfills that had been built in salt marsh had been recapped with extensive 
monitoring equipment set up to keep tabs on the contents. The $8.6 million cleanup on the two 
landfills was intended to protect Back Bay from leaching chemical pollutants, Noble said. 
All in all, Black said he is satisfied with the work done at Keesler, where 10 acres of golfing greens 
have been extended to cover the old site of Landfill Three. But he's also got other tasks ahead keeping
his mind busy. Black's environmental group, which has been busy offering health surveys targeted at 
determining potential lead and dioxin exposures in a low-income community, recently received its 
second $15,000 environmental justice small grant from the EPA. 
In the coming year, the group will expand its mission of semiannual workshops and routine surveys to 
test homes for lead contamination and take more critical looks at dioxin exposures that may be 
occurring along the Turkey Creek Watershed. 
"He has just been outstanding," Noble said of Black. "He has really helped us." 
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Investigators complete rape allegation review  

Group will analyze information found on assault cases, procedure  

By Lee B. WeaverTimes Record News 
February 21, 2004  

Air Force investigators wrapped up their weeklong review of sexual assault allegations at Sheppard Air Force 
Base Friday and turned their focus to analyzing the information they gathered, the team's leader said.  

Col. K.C. McClain, who led the 22-person detachment from the Air Education Training and Training 
Command, said the group spent the week examining the procedures Sheppard had in place to prevent 
and report sexual assaults.  

The team conducted individual and group interviews, speaking to about 1,000 people, to get a sense of 
the climate at the base, said McClain, AETC deputy director of operations at Randolph Air Force Base in 
San Antonio.  

"We gathered a lot of information," she said.  

Investigators assured personnel information from the interviews would be kept in confidence, McClain 
said. Still, the interviewees - particularly the student population - were "very refreshing to talk to ... and 
quite candid," she said.  

A number of students interviewed didn't even know why the investigative team was in town, McClain said.  

"Some of them didn't know (about the assault allegations) until their parents called after seeing it on the 
national news," she said.  

A temporary hot line set up at the base for people wanting to talk to about sexual assault issues got two 
calls during the week - one from a past victim at the base whose case was successfully resolved - 
McClain said.  

A separate toll-free hot line - 1-888-351-9477 - will be in operation for the next six months.  

Team members also spoke to community members involved in the issue.  

Xochitl Pruit, program director at First Step Women's Shelter and Sexual Assault Counseling, said her 
talks with the team were very informative.  

"We were able to kind of give them an insight into what we do," Pruit said. "They were very empathetic. I 
felt like they definitely wanted to develop a better program of collaboration with us."  

McClain said the command and First Step had identical missions with respect to sexual assault.  
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The team also met with Police Chief Ken Coughlin, who praised Sheppard's reputation for cooperating 
with local law enforcement, said Sgt. Cindy Walker.  

"The chief said the meeting went very well," Walker said. "He said that we have always had a very good 
relationship and cooperation with Sheppard."  

No deadline has been set for when Air Force officials will release the findings from their investigation, 
McClain said. 
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Cooking 101  

 
Harry Tonemah / Times Record 
News 
 
Culinary art course instructor 
Margo King-Prine teaches Rose 
Cohen how to make a mushroom 
garnish out of a raddish.  

 
 
Rose Cohen is one of the 15 
people currently taking the new 
culinary artrs courses being 
offerred by Vernon College and 
taught at Sheppard Air Force 
Base. Cohen is a supervisor at 
dining hall 716. 

Vernon College offering courses on food prep  

By Trish ChoateTimes Record News 
February 22, 2004  

--What: Two culinary arts courses - basic food preparation, and sanitation and 
safety  

--Where: Vernon College  

--When: Sanitation and safety begins Tuesday; basic food preparation begins 
Thursday  

--Cost: $75 for the course, plus for the cost of a textbook. "On Cooking, a 
Textbook of Culinary Fundamentals," cost $105, is the textbook for basic food 
preparation. Military personnel can check it out.  

--How to sign up: Call Vernon College at (940) 696-8752.  

Spicy fried chicken fingers with chipotle dipping sauce. Cream of wild 
mushroom soup. Pan-fried eggplant with tomato sauce. Hearty vegetable and 
beef soup.  

These dishes and more are on the menu for cooking students in one of Vernon College's two new 
culinary arts courses. A cooking academy is also on the backburner behind this first helping of culinary 
skills from local chefs.  

A chef educated at the Culinary Arts Institute in Luxembourg has volunteered her time to teach a basic 
food preparation course.  

"Nothing will come out of a can," Margo King-Prine said from beneath a lofty chef's hat. She's a Work 
Services Corp. dining hall manager at Sheppard Air Force Base.  

Both the basic food preparation course and the sanitation and safety course are for people interested in 
being a professional or an at-home culinary artist.  

Vickie Hanson, another dining hall manager, volunteered to teach safety and sanitation. Students will 
learn how to practice sanitary food preparation.  

In King-Prine's class, students will start with basics - such as how to hold a knife.  

"A lot of people don't know how to use a knife," she said. "Then we go into the basic cooking. We start 
with stock."  
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And that's stock from scratch. After stocks come sauces - nothing from a package. Students will also 
learn how to identify meats and how to cut them. They'll also cook up a host of delectable dishes.  

Students will learn about presentation. King-Prine jazzed up a plate of fried fish on Friday in a Sheppard 
dining hall.  

"It's just a plain piece of catfish," she said, gesturing at the plate. "You can dress it up, put a little lemon 
butterfly on it."  

Rose Cohen, a future student, concentrated on carving a radish into a spotted mushroom. It was to 
become part of a garnish basket made from a hollowed lemon and filled with green onions, red peppers 
and fresh rosemary.  

Cohen, a WSC dining hall supervisor, was intent on making something pretty.  

But she said she sees cooking as a necessary skill.  

The culinary program's launch has been in the works since 1999, Al Graham, WSC project manager, 
said.  

"We recognize the need for formal food service training in this area," he said.  

With slightly more than 500 food service workers, WSC is the largest food service provider in Wichita 
Falls, he said.  

"The majority of them came to us without any training," he said.  

But she noted that only two culinary arts schools exist in the area - El Centro College in Dallas where 
King-Prine draws her curriculum from and another in Bartlesville, Okla.  

"And there's really a need, not just for Wichita Falls, but for the surrounding communities," King-Prine 
said.  

So local culinary professionals formed the North Texas Culinary Arts Advisory Board. Graham, King-Prine 
and Hanson are all board members. And the new courses are part of a collaborative effort among the 
WSC, other food service players and the college.  

The chefs will teach in base facilities for now, but the goal is to someday have a separate kitchen, a 
cooking academy complete with laboratories.  

"One day, we hope we are the shining star in this culinary arts program," King-Prine said.  

More cooking courses are planned, she said. Students who complete requirements will receive a 
certificate. The board needs teachers for the other classes.  
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As for the students taking the upcoming round of courses, they'll get to don spiffy chef's coats and benefit 
from donations of time and foodstuffs from Sysco Foods and employees.  

All the students have to do is show up and get cooking. The instructors have laid tasty the groundwork for 
culinary arts.  

"I personally have tested all these recipes," King-Prine said. 

 


